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MAET,

FIRST QUEEN BEGNANT OF ENGLAND AND IRELAND.

MART, our first queen regnant, was the only surviving child of
Henry YIII. and Katharine of Arragon; she first saw the
light on the banks of the Thames, at Greenwich palace, February IS,
1515-6.   The princess was baptized, the third day after her birth,
at the Grey Friars' church, adjacent to Greenwich palace.   The
infant was earned by the countess of Salisbury; Cardinal Wolsey
was her godfather; her godmothers were the princess Katharine
Plantagenet and the duchess of Norfolk.   She was named Mary,
after the favourite sister of Henry YIII.   Yarious rich presents
were bestowed on the princess by her sponsors and relatives.
Cardinal "Wolsey gave a gold cup; her aunt, Hary Tudor, gave
a pomander of gold: the princess Katharine a gold spoon; and
the duchess of Norfolk presented a primer, richly illuminated.
Mary was reared, till she was weaned, in the apartments of the
queen her mother, and the first rudiments of her education were
commenced, by that tender parent, as soon as she could speak.
The nursery establishment of the princess was occasionally sta-
tioned at Ditton park, in Buckinghamshire.    The care of her
person was consigned to lady Margaret Bryan, who superintended
the temperate meals of the royal infant, which consisted of one
dish of meat with bread.   The countess of Salisbury was state
governess and head of her household.   Hanworth was one of the
earliest residences of the princess's childhood, but while her
parents were absent in France, at the celebratedCfc field of cloth of
gold," she kept court in royal state at their palace of Richmond.
Here the privy council frequently visited her.   By the order of
the king the royal child, only three years old, had to greet some
foreign guests sent by her father, and to amuse them by playing
on the virginals.   The infant performer must have been exceed-
ingly docile and well trained, not only to receive strangers, but to
play her tunes when required.   The privy council sent minutes to
the king and qtieen of her tractable behaviour.

When her royal parents returned to England, Mary went back